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2 Pawn of the EPA?

‘Woman says agency ‘duped, misled’ her

By Bob Slate
' Staf] writer

ﬂencmhryofaledenl says she
- and other residents of Granite N&gfwere
-‘dupadandmisled‘hy vironmental

Agmy toallowtngtbeagency

?ceusln drtytoremnve

“T find it ble that (hose of us who

trusted the

representa
Margaret Nomn, of the 1800 block of Edison
Avenne, wrote in a scathing letter o Jobn P.
Perrecone, commumty involvement coordinator
for US. EPA R

Superfund cleanup of
jead-contaminated scil since the committee was
(ormed In fact, sccording to her letier, she

has attended every scheduled meeting with
EPA representatives,

“We were told m:&ce the cien;;p on our
propesty was com we would be given a
clearance by the KPA,” she wrote.

Nonn said tkat EPA officials — including
Elrojed. mansgers Brad Bradey and Sheri

anchin — promised homeowners who allowed
EPA access 10 their property a letter cert“ymg
Lhe property as clean once their yards had
been?n remediated. he
apparently that isn't (he case.

Because some residential propecties have
been cleaned while others haven'l, and because
theuty~whichhnsﬂ]edafederallaw:uit
against EPA claiming the cleagup plan will not

be effective — has refused 1o grant EPA
access to the easements between sidewalks and
curbs, the EPA has apparently refused tolsme
clearance to 8 pumber of residential
owners whose yards have been rem

‘‘Not one time were we ever told that lf your
neighbor did not aliow the cleanup, you would
noi be given clearance,’ Nonn wrote.

In the letter, Nonn noted that she has no
control over what her peighbors or the city do
with their property.

“'l‘lus has to beln:'db? kept secrel of the

projec y sending a copy of
this leﬂer to local papers, maybe lopcan
reach at least some of the citizens of Granite
City, Madison and Venice and Jet them know
that they are in a ‘Catch 22’ situalion, and that
the EPA, wasting the yers’ money, is the
only winner in this charade.”

Nonn gaid she is also unhappy with the city
for denying EPA access lo easements.

*{The city and EPA) are playing s game
and theyreusingm pertymxersl as

The EPA i3 in the mid of 2 $75 million
cleanup of residual lead from a now-defunct
smelter. Its plan inrcludes removal of
contaminated soil from a 55-block arca and

acing it on an existling 30-acre, 290,000-ton

ad scrap pile and capping the pile.

The city has objecled (o the plan, saying il
wifl be ineffective because property will
become recontaminated.

A University of Cincinnati study, released
Jast summer, found high levels of lead
contamination in properties already “cleaned”

{ OHM Corp., the company performing the
cleanup work for EPA.

County budget OK"d

By Nicole Yaughn
Stafl writer

f
, Next year's budget n Madison Coanty holds ~ extra

ment; a full year of operalions at the expanded
Madiscn Jall; a short-term increase in

“for the Madlsun County Museum ; and

g {o Probation and Court Services
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